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Safety Alert

Operative Injured by Reversing Dumper
 
 
An operative sustained thigh and calf bruising during an uncoupling operation – after uncoupling the water bowser from an Attendant dumper, he then informed and signalled to the driver to drive forward.  The dumper driver put the dumper into reverse in error and drove backwards causing damage to the rear of the dumper and tremmie rack and injuring the employee by catching him with the rear wheel.  Fortunately the operative only sustained bruising on his legs. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
Critical Factors
Incorrect selection of gears by dumper driver and failure to follow signal/instruction.






This safety alert has been prepared by the RSTA. Completed forms for adding to the RSTA website should be submitted to Clive Mitchell clive@rsta-uk.org For further information regarding this safety alert please email Clive or phone 07557529410
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Safety Alert
 
Contributory Factors
Operative did not expect dumper to go into reverse, place of safety.

Actions Required
· All mobile plant and vehicles entering the work area to do so under the control of banksman/plant vehicle marshal from a position of safety out with the exclusion zone and not in the potential path of any plant movement.
· When uncoupling the hitch, ensure the dumper is in neutral, switched off/isolated, the park brake is applied and the operator has dismounted before any other personnel enter the exclusion zone.
· On completion of the coupling/uncoupling and before the operator accesses the dumper, all personnel are to be in a position of safety.
· Task briefing sheet to be introduced and briefed to all Attendant plant operators within the piling area
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