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Safety Alert
Use of Stihl Saws and dust suppression
 
What is the issue?     
Stone, rock, sand and clay all contain
high levels of crystalline silica, these
materials are used to make kerb 
stones, paving slabs, bricks, tiles and 
concrete.

Cutting of these building materials with
an abrasive wheel releases silica in the
[bookmark: _GoBack]form of dust which is very harmful if
breathed in, this is called respirable 
silica dust.
 
 
 Health Effects
Respirable silica dust is harmful and causes a stiffening and scarring of the lungs, called silicosis. This makes the sufferer feel breathless and if inhaled in high concentrations this can lead to the person being classed as disabled due to the
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severe breathlessness. The damage is irreversible.

How can we protect ourselves ?  
· Dust suppression at source
must be deployed to protect
those in the local area
· The key to dust suppression
is having a constant stream
of water to prevent the build
up of dust AND having a 
suppression method which 
involves fewer persons being
exposed as possible
· The equipment required is
shown in the picture above
right
· With this equipment in use,
the person operating the
Stihl saw is also required to
wear a face mask with a filter
grade FFP3
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Actions 
· Only use the suppression equipment pictured above, 
· The use of watering cans is not an approved method of dust suppression 
· When using the Stihl pressurised water bottle, the flow rate should be approximately 0.5 litre per minute, so the 16 litre tank should last 32 minutes
· PPE to be worn: Safety glasses/goggles, face mask with FFP3 grade filter, gloves, ear defenders, this is in addition to the usual high visibility clothing and safety boots.
· Dust suppression kits not working must be reported to Report It immediately, do not continue cutting without this safe system of work in place, it is there for your protection
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